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Children must be taught 

how to think, not what to 

think 

 ~ Margaret Mead 

Good Morning Grizzly Families,  

West Briar Middle School had a SUCCESSFUL start to the 2019-2020 school 

year.  In the last month, all 8th graders participated in School Choice Awareness 

Day, attended the Crime Stoppers Assembly, and voted for their Student Council 

Officers for the 2019-20 school year. As I remind the kids on the daily 

announcements, I only have 6 rules for a successful school year at West Briar Middle 

School, so the CHOICE is THEIRS and it always MATTERS!  Be in dress code, wear 

your lanyard/ID (around your neck) all day, get to class on time, be responsible when 

using technology, keep your hands to yourself, and JUST BE NICE.  This should be easy, 

but I sure appreciate your support in holding them accountable.  

 

HISD School Choice: Preparing for High School at Middle 

School! 

Learn about School Choice options, procedures and timelines following the link 

below.  The application window is OPEN; apply online beginning Friday, 

September 27, 2019 and find the location and dates for school fairs. Keep in 

mind, campus tours take place every Thursday. 

 

• http://www.houstonisd.org/schoolchoice 

• http://www.hisdcareerreadiness.org/ 

• http://hisdcareerreadiness.org/prepare/middle-school-career-exploration/ 

 

Digital Footprint 

Please remind your kids of our West Briar Technology Responsible Use 

Agreement (signed off through beginning of year forms) regarding what they are 

posting/ snapping/ sending about their school.  As I fully expected to get push 

back for enforcing “district” guidelines, and while I do appreciate their 

“passionate stand” about appropriate social media/ cell phone use I want them to 

be aware of the digital footprint they are creating for themselves and the ripple 

effects it can have on their extracurricular activities and just representing your 

good family name.  We discussed digital citizenship and responsibility during our 

Crime Stoppers assembly.  We definitely want them to think before they post. 
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Intelligence plus character 

that is the goal of true 

education. 

—Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

PSAT Testing – October 30th!  All 8th graders WILL be testing! 

All HISD 8th graders will take the PSAT on Wednesday, October 30, 2019.  

 

All WBMS 8th graders WILL be provided a calculator.  

 

The PSAT for eighth grade students is intended to help students plan a path for 

college and expose students to the different kinds of questions commonly found 

on higher-stakes tests in the years to come. 
 

School Spirit 

School spirt is in full force this year!  I want your child’s middle school 

experience to not only set them up for high school but to create some of the best 

memories of their life along the way! That means experiencing new things and 

supporting each other through our three-character pillars: integrity, respect and 

perseverance.  All Grizzly families are invited to show their spirit at our 

Homecoming Game on Monday, October 7th and let’s not forget our 

Homecoming Dance scheduled for Friday, October 11th. 

 

How Do I Stay Connected? 

These simple steps can help you stay informed on what is happening at West 

Briar Middle School.  Receive text messages from the 8th Grade Dean. 

On your iPhone or Android phone, open your web browser and go to the 

following link: https://www.remind.com/ 

Follow the instructions to sign up for Remind.  You’ll be prompted to download 

the mobile app.  

➢ If you don’t have a smartphone, get text notifications. Text the message 

@6bac2a to the number 81010 

 

On your iPhone or Android phone, open your web browser and go to the 

following link: https://twitter.com/ 

Follow the instructions to sign up for Twitter.  You’ll be prompted to download 

the mobile app.  

➢ Follow Dean Vela @VelaLindsey 
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Be in the Know! 

Parent Resources: 

Vaping Health Risks 

Digital Footprint 

https://www.sciencenewsfo

rstudents.org/collections/v

aping 

https://www.sciencenewsfo

rstudents.org/article/teen-

vaping-soars-past-

cigarette-use 

https://www.teachhub.com/

10-things-your-students-

should-know-about-their-

digital-footprints 

 

 

Upcoming Events ~ Mark Your Calendar! 

 

❖ Friday, October 4th End of the 1st Six Weeks 

❖ Friday, October 4th Friday Fun Foods 

❖ Monday, October 7th Homecoming Game @ Delmar Stadium 

❖ Wednesday, October 9th Student Fall Holiday 

❖ Friday, October 11th Homecoming Dance (6:00-8:30) Cafeteria 

❖ Saturday, October 12th TweensRead  

❖ Friday, October 18th 8th Grade 1st Six Weeks Celebration 

❖ Friday, October 18th Early Release (8:30-1:10) 

❖ Monday, October 28th-Friday, November 1st Red Ribbon Week 

❖ Wednesday, October 30th PSAT 

Included in this edition of the WBMS Grizzly E-News: 

➢ 2019-2020 Instructional Calendar  

https://www.houstonisd.org/2019calendar 

➢ HISD Bus Routes 

https://www.houstonisd.org/Page/69921 

 

➢ West Briar Middle School 

https://www.houstonisd.org/Domain/12259 

 

Integrity, Respect, Perseverance  
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